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DESIGN-NATION APPLICATION FORM

Thank you for your interest in Design-Nation. All applications will be assessed by our independent Selection Panel and applicants will be notified of the decision within one week of the panel meeting.
Design-Nation
The National Centre for Craft & Design
Navigation Wharf, Carre Street, Sleaford, Lincolnshire NG34 7TW
Web: www.designnation.co.uk
Email: info@designnation.co.uk

PLEASE EMAIL APPLICATION FORM AND IMAGES TO:  info@designnation.co.uk


Your application should demonstrate:

· deep knowledge of your craft, materials and processes 
· active commitment and passion to developing your creative and business practice
· engagement,  understanding and consideration of the wider contemporary design and craft market and your voice and position within this
· understanding of how Design-Nation can support the development of your practice
· understanding of how you can support the development of Design-Nation
· ability and/or willingness to collaborate in creation of new products and processes for retail and manufacture.

The selection panel will use the following criteria to assess your application for membership:

· Quality of work & craftsmanship
· Innovative thinking and/or problem solving
· Entrepreneurial business approach
· Quality of images and presentation of work
· Collaborations and connectedness to sector
· Ability to support Design-Nation and clear understanding of how Design-Nation can support your business
· What will Design-Nation membership mean to you?


	APPLICANT DETAILS

	Company or Trading Name:

	Contact Name(s):

	Address and Postcode:






	Email:

	Website:

	Facebook:

	Twitter:                                                      
	Instagram:

	Daytime phone:

	Evenings/Weekends phone:






1. Please indicate your product disciplines and materials.  
Maximum of three entries, indicated 1-3 (1 being your 1st choice).  


	
	Architectural product (3D) 

	
	Ceramics

	
	Furniture 

	
	Glass

	
	Jewellery

	
	Lighting 

	
	Metal

	
	Mixed Media

	
	Paper  

	
	Surface Design & Print

	
	Textiles: fashion

	
	Textiles: interiors

	
	Wood

	
	Other: please describe ________________________________________

	2. Personal Statement: An introduction to your practice 
Please provide a clear and informative summary of your own practice, and how this supports or develops contemporary design and craft in general. Please note that if your application is successful, this statement will be used as your profile biography on the Design-Nation website. Design-Nation reserves the right to edit this statement. 
(maximum 150 words – in third person)














	3. Education & Training
Please list any qualifications and/or training you have undertaken that has helped to establish and develop your practice. Please include dates and name of university / college / course. (max 100 words)










	4. Your business:
When was it established?

Sole Trader / Partnership / Limited Company (please delete as appropriate)

Number of employees (including yourself)?


	5. How did you hear about Design-Nation?








	6. Please describe the critical context for your practice 
For example - a brief analysis of the framework of ideas, and any influences and environments that you engage with and actively investigate through your practice. (maximum 100 words)






	




	7. Details of projects or collaborations with industry, retail and other makers 
Please provide a clear and informative summary of any collaborations or products that you have worked on, are currently working on or plan to work on. Alternatively please outline how you feel that this could be developed within your practice. (maximum 100 words)














	8. What are your plans and goals for the next two years? 
How will you develop and grow your business / practice? For example – product development, exhibitions, commissions, residencies, new markets, overseas opportunities.
(maximum 100 words)












	9. How will Design-Nation support the development of your practice and how can you support the work of Design-Nation?
Please outline how membership of Design-Nation will make a difference to you and your practice; and how you can contribute to the development of our organization. 
(maximum 100 words)













	10. Does your practice address sustainability and aspects of circular economy? A circular economy is based on the principles of designing out waste and pollution, keeping products and materials in use, and regenerating natural systems. If so, please explain. (NB This is not essential for qualification for Design-Nation membership, but it is a question increasingly being asked by buyers and media.)

















	11. Do you belong to any other networks, trade bodies, professional associations or organisations?

















	12. Please add any additional information that you feel supports your application.




















































13.  Images.  You should submit SIX high quality images in jpeg format (at least 300 dpi and a maximum of 4Mb each). Include the following details and name your images clearly to correspond with the title or product code.  Copyright of all images must be authorised by the photographer where relevant.
	
Image 1
	

	Title
	

	Description (include sizes)
	

	Retail price or value
	£
	Year completed 
	

	Photography credit
	



	
Image 2
	

	Title
	

	Description (include sizes)
	

	Retail price or value
	£
	Year completed 
	

	Photography credit
	



	
Image 3
	

	Title
	

	Description (include sizes)
	

	Retail price or value
	£
	Year completed 
	

	Photography credit
	



	
Image 4
	

	Title
	

	Description (include sizes)
	

	Retail price or value
	£
	Year completed 
	

	Photography credit
	



	
Image 5
	

	Title
	

	Description (include sizes)
	

	Retail price or value
	£
	Year completed 
	

	Photography credit
	



	
Image 6
	

	Title
	

	Description (include sizes)
	

	Retail price or value
	£
	Year completed 
	

	Photography credit
	






14. Application Fee: In order for your application to be processed, please pay our non -refundable admin fee of £24 (including VAT at 20%) via the ticket source link below

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/design-nation

Or by scanning the below QR code 
	[image: ]
	



  
15. Declaration
I declare that all information contained in this application is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and does not infringe any copyright. I authorise Design-Nation to hold this information (under the regulations of the Data Protection Act 1998) and I give full permission for the reproduction and distribution by any form of media through the work of Design-Nation.  I will inform Design-nation of any changes to the information included in my application.  

Name:   							        	                Date:  		
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CHECKLIST:  HAVE YOU...?

1. Completed the Application Form (that's this), signed it and saved it with your name in the TITLE.

2. Selected no more than six images in JPEG format. Please make sure you TITLE each image with your name and a unique number e.g. Jo Bloggs 1.jpg

3. Completed the Equality Monitoring Form.

4. Please ensure that the Application Form, Equality Form and all images are sent in one email to info@designnation.co.uk and that you put ‘Design-Nation Application’ in the email title.  (It's really difficult for us to guess whose work belongs to whom if images are sent separately!)

5. Paid the administration fee. Thank you.
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